Are Teacher Candidates Problematic Internet users?  by Ozdamli, Fezile
Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences 30 (2011) 2345 – 2349
Available online at www.sciencedirect.com
 
 
Procedia  
Social and 
Behavioral 
Sciences Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  00 (2011) 000–000 
www.elsevier.com/locate/procedia 
 
WCPCG-2011 
Are teacher candidates problematic internet users? 
Fezile Ozdamli a *  
a Near East University, Department of Computer Education and Instructional Technology Nicosia, Cyprus 
 
Abstract 
The purpose of this study was to investigate the role of Internet usage among teacher candidates in Northern Cyprus. A total of 
290 teacher candidates (mean age of 21.1 years, range of 16–29 years) were recruited from different departments from education 
faculty of Near East University at the beginning of the 1st term of 2010-2011 academic year. The teacher candidates filled the 
questionnaire which was developed for determine internet using states. At a glance result of the study, teacher candidates surf 
on website and social network sites, chat, and playing games every day. This can lead to problematic use of the 
internet.  
© 2011 Published by Elsevier Ltd. 
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1. Introduction 
 
 The internet is an important communication medium which has emerged in the field of communication 
technologies in our time (Ceyhan, Ceyhan and Gurcan, 2007).The use of digital technology, including computers, 
cell phones, computer games, and so on, most recently, on-the-go for recreational purposes, has increased among 
our youth over the past 15 years (Kelleci, 2008; Ozdamli, 2009).  Also, the emergence and continued growth of 
computer network technology has become a fact of life for many people (Chou and others, 1988). In the North 
Cyprus, the internet first grew up in universities, and then it became widespread in workplaces, houses, and with the 
advance of technology, in mobile phones, in Personal Digital Assistants (PDA) and even in Portable Sony 
Playstations (PSP). Today, the majority of individuals living in the North Cyprus have fast internet connection and 
the popularity of the 3G in the North Cyprus is increasing. The internet which is a component of the modern life is 
used effectively in many aspects of the lives of the world's youth (Uzunboylu and Ozdamli, 2006; Ko, Yen, Yen, 
Chen and Wang 2008; Jitgarun and Tongsakul 2009; Tuncay and Uzunboylu, 2010). In universities, most students 
leave their homes and move toward independent lives when they enter university. Many reside in school dormitories 
and have convenient and free Internet access through school network systems. They find the Internet to be an 
important window through which they can communicate and interact with the world. Further, teacher candidates 
usually have free and easily accessed connections, meaning that Internet use is both implicitly and explicitly 
encouraged by a recognized, institutional authority (Chou, 2001). Teacher candidates can use internet for search 
information, sharing course notes or other materials and communication with teachers and each others. Despite all 
these facts, some negativity brought about by the internet have emerged along with numerous benefits of the internet 
technologies. These negativities are; internet addiction, cyber bullying, and inability to access reliable information. 
As individuals becomes increasingly dependent on such technologies, it is not surprising that some individuals 
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demonstrate problematic behavior related to too much time online (Davis, Flett and Besser, 2002). According to 
Beard (2005) Internet has been blamed for decreased family time, strains upon relationships, decreased productivity 
in employment settings, perpetuation of false information, and the development or exacerbation of psychological 
problems. According to Young (1998) problematic Internet use can be found in any age, social, educational, and 
economic range. 
In addition to all these information, has not been found any study about problematic internet users in the North 
Cyprus in the literature.  
 
Aim 
The purpose of this study was to investigate the role of Internet usage among teacher candidates in Northern 
Cyprus. A total of 290 teacher candidates (mean age of 21.1 years, range of 16–29 years) were recruited from 
different departments from education faculty of Near East University at the beginning of the 1st  term of 2010-2011 
academic year. 
Next, methods and findings of the study are reported. Finally, conclusions are presented and implications for 
teacher education are discussed. 
 
2. Methodology  
 
Participants 
This study was applied to a randomly selected sample of 290 teacher candidates at the beginning of the 1st term 
of 2010-2011 academic year from various departments of Near East University. Teacher candidates characteristics 
of the sample surveyed include following: %40 male, %60 female. This result indicates that numbers of teacher 
candidates are almost equal according to genders.  
Participants were (f=39) 19.30% from Teacher Certificate Program, (f=46) %23. 80 from Computer Education 
and Instructional Technology, (f=38) %18.80 from Pre-School Teaching, (f=38) %18.8 from Teaching in Sport and 
Physical Education, and (f=39) %19.30 from English Language Teaching. These results indicate that ratios of 
teacher candidates are almost equal according to branches. The departments have included pedagogical courses.  
 
Data collection instruments and application 
Before the study, the literature related to the study was reviewed and the questionnaire developed by author. 
Questionnaire consists of questions collecting personal information about the users and general information about 
internet use. Questionnaire was applied online in laboratory courses. 
 
Analysis of Data  
Collected data was analyzed with SPSS 16. The results obtained in the research analyzing, described, and later 
interpreted by creating tables using appropriate statistical techniques in the direction of the suggestions of statistical 
experts.  
 
3. Results 
 
In this study, 285 (99.8 %) of 290 participating teacher candidates reported that they had computer and internet 
connection at their homes whereas 5 of them (1.7%) had no computers and connection. Also the time teacher 
candidates spend for connect to internet per week was analyzed. The analysis reveals that, 23.4% of teacher 
candidates (n=68) 2-6 hours, 18.6% (n= 54) 20-40 hours, 17.9% of teacher candidates (n= 52) 10-20 hours, 16.2% 
(n=47) 6-10 hours, 15.5% (n=45) 40 hours or above and 8.3% (n=24) less than 2 hours in a week.  
E-mail  
The teacher candidates were asked to if they use e-mail tool regularly. The Crosstab analysis was demonstrated 
according to the gender of the teacher candidates as following; 
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Table 1 e-mail use states by different gender. 
Do you use e-mail tool 
daily? Females (%) Males (%) 
Total 
Percentage (%) 
Yes 91.2 93.8 92.8 
No 8.8 6.2 7.2 
  
Table 1 shows that only 7.2% of teacher candidates don’t use e-mail tool regularly. According to the table 1 it 
was possible to clarify that the 91.2% of female teacher candidates use e-mail tool regularly whereas 93.8% of 
males. As a result the there is not any significant differences between the females and males [X2(1)=.713, p>.05].  
Surf on Web 
The teacher candidates were asked to if they surf on websites. Table 2 shows results of Crosstab analysis 
according to the gender of the teacher candidates as following; 
Table 2. Surf on websites by different gender. 
Do you surf on websites 
daily? Females (%) Males (%) 
Total 
Percentage (%) 
Yes 91.2 98.3 95.5 
No 8.8 1.7 4.5 
  
Table 2 shows that only 4.5% of teacher candidates don’t surf on website daily. Chi-square test results showed 
that more males were surf on website (98.3%) than females (91.2%) this is a significant difference [X2(1)=8.245, 
p<.05].   
Chat 
To identify whether there was a significant gender difference in chat using states or not, Crosstab analysis was 
utilized. See the findings in Table 3. 
Table 3. Chat by different gender. 
Do you use chat tool 
daily? Females (%) Males (%) 
Total 
Percentage (%) 
Yes 81.4 90.4 86.9 
No 18.6 9.6 13.1 
 
The results show us that there are significant differences between females and males [X2(1) =4.884, p<.05]. As 
the findings in Table 3 shows, male teacher candidates (%90.4) use chat tool more than female teacher candidates 
(%81.4). 
  
Social Network Sites (SNS) 
To explore and compare the that female and male teacher candidates use social networking sites such as 
facebook, twitter, etc. a crosstabs analysis and Chi square comparison of the frequency of these uses by group was 
done. Results, shown in Table 4, indicate that most of female and male students use social network sites a great deal 
everyday. 
Table 4. SNS by different gender. 
SNS Females (%) Males (%) 
Total 
Percentage (%) 
Yes 70.8 90.4 80.3 
No 13.6 86.4 19.7 
The results show us that there are significant differences between females and males [X2(1)=10.689, p<.05]. As 
the findings in Table 4 shows, male teacher candidates (%90.4) use social network sites more than female teacher 
candidates (%70.8). 
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Online games 
A crosstabs and Chi square analysiswas also done to compare female and male teacher candidates’ game  
playing status. Results of this analysis, shown in Table 5, indicate that these groups differ somewhat in their game 
playing status. 
Table 5. Online games by different gender. 
Do you play game 
everyday? Females (%) Males (%) 
Total 
Percentage (%) 
Yes 48.7 74.6 47.6 
No 51.3 25.4 52.4 
Chi-square test results showed that more males were playing games (74.6%) than females (48.7%) this is a 
significant difference [X2(1)=20.486, p<.05]. 
 
Education forms & websites 
To explore and compare the that female and male teacher candidates use education forms and websites a 
crosstabs analysis and Chi square comparison of the frequency of these uses by group was done. Results, shown in 
Table 6, indicate that only 61.3% of teacher candidates use education forms and websites everyday. 
Table 5. Education forms and websites by different gender. 
Do you use education 
forms and websites 
everyday? Females (%) Males (%) 
Total 
Percentage (%) 
Yes 69.0 56.5 61.3 
No 30.9 43.5 38.7 
 
The results show us that there are significant differences between females and males [X2(1) =5.356, p<.05]. 
Analysis results show that, female teacher candidates (69.0%) use education forms and websites more than male 
teacher candidates (56.5%). 
 
4. Discussion & Conclusion 
 
In this study, 99.8 % of teacher candidates reported that they had computer and internet connection. Almost all 
of teacher candidates using e-mail tool and surfing website every day. Cavus and Bicen (2009) indicated that 
electronic mail is the most frequently used service on the internet because it has a lot of beneficial features for ex. 
sending message anytime, anywhere, multiple recipients, attachment of digital files and etc. 
There was a significant difference between male and female users on the utilization of surf on website, chat, 
social network sites and online games. Male users utilized internet for above-mentioned purposes more frequently 
than female ones. As Jaruratanasirikul et al. (2009) found that males playing electronic games more than females 
every day. Also, in the research done by Karakus, Inal & Cağıltay (2008) similar results were found that male 
students play computer games more often than female students.  
No significant difference was observed between male and female users specifically in the use of e-mail. It is an 
interesting result that only 61.3% of teacher candidates use internet for education forms & webistes everyday. Also 
there is a significant difference between females and males. Female teacher candidates use education forms and 
websites more than male teacher candidates. Also, Eryol (2008)’ study results show that female students use 
education forms and website more than male students. 
Teacher candidates surf on website and social network sites, chat, and playing games everyday. This can lead to 
problematic use of the internet. Teacher candidates don’t use internet for educational purposes for sufficiently. 
Preventive schedules should be developed by experts for teacher candidates with detailed information about the 
issue. Preventive programs prepared by experts, information can be given about how to deal with teacher candidate 
about the Internet use. Instructors who serve psychological counselling and guidance should raise the awareness of 
students on this issue by arranging meetings. Instructors and experts should support teacher candidates to participate 
seminars and workshop about using internet tools for education.  
2349Fezile Ozdamli / Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences 30 (2011) 2345 – 2349 Fezile Ozdamli / Procedia – Social and Behavioral Sciences 00 (2011) 000–000  
 5 
The findings of this study should be taken into consideration by not only teacher candidates but also pedagogues 
should take measures. Pedagogues should develop scenarios that tell the positive and negative aspects of the Internet 
and convey guidance about how to use Internet in the most effective and efficient way to the young people.  
As in every study, some limitations are present in this research. One limitation is that sample was included in the 
research.  In future research, larger sample should be used as participants.  More research needs to focus on teachers 
candidates’ branches and research on solves differences in using internet.  In further studies, the interview and 
experimental methods can be used along with questionnaire. 
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